was the realization in former colonies that political independence had a limited significance so long as the economy was tied closely to that of the former colonial power and other industrial countries. The emphasis on economic factors was reinforced by the dominance of economics within the social sciences, due (apparently) to an analytical framework which permitted extensive quantification of variables and their elaborate manipulation. Another influence was the Marxist theory that the economic base of a society determines other phenomena, which form the 'super-structure'. ' The economic links may well be of greater significance, in some sense, but clearly some of the other phenomena can be both powerful and persistent. Educational systems, for example, can play an autonomous role in shaping the patterns of a country's history. And all over the world nationalism and racialism show remarkable vitality. (To argue that these are the products of 'false consciousness' is just to say that they cannot be comfortably fitted into a materialist ideology).
In analysing international affairs, too, one may have to search far for the economic determinants: repeated (and still continuing) attempts of suc- that it is a fundamental error to divorce study of consciousness from study of the structure and dynamics of society. That is perhaps the message of this issue as a whole.
